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Question 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]Police officers in the United States are a part of the criminal justice department. In the eyes of the public, police officers are the visible representation of the criminal justice organization. The police get their authority from state constitutions, state law and the federal (Bottoms & Tankebe, 2017). Police officers can use their authority to arrest an individual if found in the wrong place. Additionally, they can conduct house searches if they have warrants from a magistrate or public prosecutors, aside from maintaining public safety and order. Therefore they do not write the laws but are tasked to enforce it. However, their powers and authority are regulated by strict rules. In Texas, law enforcement departments that house police officers, deputies, sheriffs and constables all operate under the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE). The TCOLE gets its authority from the Texas State Legislature to serve as the Texas peace officers' regulatory agency mentioned above (Texas State Record, 2017).  
Question 2
Police officers are given authority over civilians because they are supposed to maintain law and order in town. After all, police officers would not accomplish their mission without it. For instance, in Texas, a traffic police officer has the right to stop an individual from running through a stop sign and ask for their driver's license. In case they do not possess it, the police officer is supposed to give them a ticket and advise them on what needs to be done since they have been found on the wrong side of the traffic laws. Police officers are given authority to apprehend a person who has been found guilty of committing a crime (Trinkner et al., 2018). This authority is important because it helps to maintain peace in society. In Texas, local police officers can arrest guilty parties based on their mistakes and are not supposed to discriminate against anyone. For instance, if a person launches a complaint regarding someone they find suspicious, the Texas police officers need to verify the accusations first before arresting that person. It is wrong for them to arrest someone because of their race, gender, or civilians' assumptions. They are also given authority to protect its citizens and not harm them. Recently, a Texas police officer, Shaun Lucas of the Wolfe City Police Department, was arrested after shooting Jonathan Price. The latter was trying to intervene in a domestic assault at a gas station. According to Sutton & Vera’s (2020) CNN report, Officer Lucas responded to a call about the unrest, and he responded to the situation by shooting Price. In such a case, the police officer misused his powers by harming one of the commotion witnesses instead of protecting them.
Third, the need for police accountability is why they are given such authority over the liberties and safety of the civilians. They are empowered by the state to make people comply with the law while remaining accountable for their actions in case of power abuse like in the above scenario (Whetstone & Walsh, 2020). They are allowed to use excessive force as a last resort to individuals resisting arrest. Besides, police authority allows people in the community to collaborate with them on enhancing security. Local police departments in Texas use their power to minimize security threats in the area by organizing family-friendly gatherings where people discuss ways to combat crime to protect their children. Fourth, they are given authority to investigate an ongoing case such as fraud by tapping phones or using surveillance cameras to track the perpetrators' actions to collect substantial evidence. However, this authority is given mainly to senior police officers to manage the situation in case anything goes wrong.
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